WHITE  ROSE  OR WHITE  HORSE?
behind Chesterfield and Carteret,1 while Pope wrote of
him:
I love to pour out all myself, as plain
As honest Shippen, or downright Montaigne.
When it is remembered that Shippen was a politician
all his life Pope's epithet clearly marks him as a man of
exceptional qualities.
As a Quaker he refused to be in any way implicated in
the Fifteen, and in consequence the rumour began to be
circulated that he had betrayed his friends to the Govern-
ment. Accordingly, on September 28th, 1715, he
"looking upon it as a reflection on his steady principles,
went, betwixt two and three a clock to the Royal
Exchange (in full Exchange-time) and fixed the follow-
ing certificate to one of the pillars, he staying there a
considerable time to justify the truth thereof".2
The notice ran as follows:
"Whereas there has been a report industriously
spread, that Mr. Shippen has given information at the
Secretary's office against several persons said to be
concerned in a plot, and an intended invasion from
abroad, I do hereby declare that the said report is
utterly false, scandalous, and malicious, and an impu-
dent lie and forgery.
"WILLIAM SHIPPEN.
"September 28, 1715."
Shippen was the first Leader of the Opposition in the
modern sense of the term. There had in the past been
men like Shaftesbury who had attacked the Government
1  cf. Rosebery, Lord: Chatham, His Early Life and Connections^ p. 148.
2  The Political State of Great Britain, Vol. X, p. 416 et seq.
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